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T-ball, wee-ball, baseball and softball 
teams from Jacksonville are in full swing 
— be sure to come out to Henry Farms 
or Germania Springs fields to show your 
support for the teams representing our city in 
recreational league play. 

Youth Soccer registration for the fall 
soccer leagues will begin on July 25. We 
have leagues for children ages 4-13. Cost is 
$60 per child. For more information contact 
JPARD at 256-435-8115.

Youth Track and Field city meet will be 
on Saturday, April 23 at the JSU track. Come 
out and support these young track stars. The 
winners of these events will move on to the 
District track meet on May 7 with a chance 
to earn a spot in the state meet on May 21. 
Good luck to all the participants representing 
the City of Jacksonville!

Family Fun Day on the Square will be 
Saturday, May 14 from noon until 4 p.m. 
Musical entertainment and fun games/events 
for the entire family. FREE!

The Jacksonville Community Center is 
pleased to be the host site for the Larry Gatlin 
Concert to be held the evening of Saturday, 
May 21. For more information or to purchase 
tickets, contact Accent Floral Design, call 
800-965-9324 or go to www.itickets.com.

Registration for the Jacksonville 
Hurricanes Swim Team will be April 11-
May 16. Fee for the swim team is $35 (team 
t-shirt/swim cap/scheduled swim meet fees 
included in registration costs). Swimmers will 
also be required to purchase a team swim 
suit. Additional costs such as district swim 
meet and State swim meet fees not included 
in registration price.

Summer Day Camp begins on Tuesday, 
May 31. This camp is for children entering 
grade 1-grade 6. The camp runs daily, Monday 
through Friday from 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. The 
Camp meets at the Jacksonville Community 
Center. Call 256-435-8115 for pricing 
information and if you have any other questions.

Jacksonville City Pool opens for the 
summer on Saturday, May 28. Hours for public 
swim are Monday-Saturday from 11 a.m. until 
5 p.m. and on Sundays from 1 p.m. until 5 
p.m. Admission is $3 per person. Swim lessons 
will be available. The city pool may be rented 
for private parties. For costs, rental information 
and other questions related to the Jacksonville 
City Pool, please call 256-435-8115.

Senior Adult Luau Swim and Dance 
Party: Friday, May 27 from 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. at 
the Jacksonville City Pool. DJ music, cookout, 
swimming, dancing, door prizes and more! $5 
admission per person. Participants are invited 
to bring snacks to share. In case of inclement 
weather, the event will be held inside the 
Jacksonville Community Center gymnasium.

sprIng InTo fun wITh 
JacksonvIlle parks & rec

SunSational summer fun 
►Saturday, June 25: Toddler Challenge for 
ages 1 - 5 at the Frogtown Soccer Complex. 
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. with the 
opening ceremonies beginning at 9 a.m. Cost 
for participants is $5 each. No admission 
charged for family and friends who are there 
to cheer on their athlete.

►Wednesday, June 29: Splish Splash 
Pool Party at the Jacksonville City Pool. $1 
admission. We will have music, games, special 
contests and lots of fun. 11 a.m. until 5 p.m.

►Fridays, June 24 and July 22: Dive-In 
Movie Nights at the Jacksonville City Pool. 
Family friendly movies will be shown. Come 
enjoy a night of relaxing in a lounge chair by 

the pool or floating on the water in the pool 
all while watching a movie on the big screen. 
Movie titles TBA. Admission is free.

►Saturday, July 2: Jax-Fest at the 
Jacksonville High School Stadium. Gates 
open at 5:30, concert begins at 7 p.m. 
followed by fireworks at 9 p.m. Admission 
is free but we will have some activities (face 
painting, inflatables, etc.) that will have a 
small fee. Bring your lawn chairs and/or 
blankets and join us on the field for the best 
seats. Feel free to bring in food/drinks (non-
alcoholic) or visit one of our many vendors 
that will be on hand to serve you! For more 
information, contact the Parks and Recreation 
Department at 256-435-8115.



The Cheaha Challenge 
Gran Fondo Century & 
ULTRA bike ride was 

rated as one of the 2016 top ten 
rides to do in the United States 
by the Gran Fondo Guide.

The 24th annual ride takes place on 
Sunday, May 15 at 7:30 a.m. The start 
and finish of the event are staged at Pete 
Mathews Coliseum at Jacksonville State 
University, the third year for Jacksonville 
to host the gran fondo.

The century course, 100 miles with 
9,719 feet of climbing, winds its way 
from JSU all the way up and over the 
top of Alabama, at Bunker Tower in 

Cheaha State Park. The ULTRA ride, 
124 miles with 12,835 feet of climbing, 
encompasses major climbs in the area, 
including Bain’s Gap, Cottaquilla and 
Chimney Peak, and is designed for 
experienced riders only.

If not quite up to the demand of 
the Challenge and ULTRA, cyclists can 
choose shorter options on the Challenge 
route – 24, 44, 62 or 84 miles, or they 
can choose to do the the Chief Ladiga 
Cruise, a kinder, gentler ride that starts 
at 8 a.m. The Cruise rides north up 
the Chief Ladiga Trail to the Eubanks 
Welcome Center in Piedmont and on to 
the state line, for distance options of 24 
to 50 miles.

Brooke Nelson, ride director for the 

Northeast Alabama Bicycle Association 
(NEABA), says the post-ride survey 
responses indicate participants love the 
City of Jacksonville and JSU hosting the 
events. 

“Our riders gave high rankings to 
Jacksonville and particularly to all the 
volunteers from the City and JSU. Both 
are the perfect ambassadors for the ride 
and for the community.” Nelson says 
NEABA is thrilled to partner with both 
again, as well as other title sponsors, 
Highland Health Services and Wells 
Fargo Advisors.

Both ride courses have multiple rest 
stops stocked with food, drinks and 
volunteers. Safety personnel, course 
marshals and local police and sheriff 

Jacksonville to host one of the 
Top 10 gran fondo BIke rIdes 

in the United States



ExPECT DELAYS
7:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Park Street east side of 
Pete Mathews Coliseum - CloSed

7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. 
Hwy 204 north of 
Pete Mathews Coliseum - delayS

7:30 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. 
Hwy 21 from 204 south to Whites Gap Road Se 
and south on Hwy 9 - delayS

8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Traffic will be controlled at Hwy 21 and Mountain 
Street, as well as Church Street from Whites Gap 
Road Se to Mountain Street.

12 noon to 8 p.m. 
Chimney Peak Road – Traffic access will be 
available to residents only. all other traffic will be 
blocked.

SCHEDuLE oF EvEnTS
SunDAY, MAY 16, 2016
5:30 a.m. – Final Registration

7:30 a.m. – Start of the Cheaha Challenge Gran 
Fondo Century & UlTRa ride

8:00 a.m. – Start of the Chief ladiga Cruise

7:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. – event timeframe - Start to 
estimated finish of last rider

How do I find out more? Where can I volunteer? 
Where can I register to ride?

Check out the event website:
www.cheahachallenge.com

Brooke Nelson, Ride director: 
brookenelson@amcvets.com 
or 256-239-9001

patrol the courses. Proceeds from both rides go to benefit the 
Chief Ladiga Trail, Coldwater Mountain Trails and local high 
school mountain bike teams.

Why is this ride beneficial for Jacksonville 
and Calhoun County?

Nelson says the partnership between the City of Jacksonville 
and JSU is a mutually beneficial one since the average age of 
ridership is 48, the desired demographic of parents with high 
school age children looking for a college to attend in the near 
future. JSU lays out a welcome mat full of Southern hospitality, 
gracious manners and a gorgeous, sweeping campus that is 
inviting for parents and prospective students alike. 

Calhoun County has seen an upsurge in cycling in the 
past few years, and local leaders are confident economic 
development is riding in on two wheels, bringing a profitable 
demographic with it. According to the 2014 Cheaha Challenge 
Economic Impact Study funded by NEABA, more than 60 
percent of the riders had household incomes over $60,000 and 
83 percent had a four year degree or higher. Participants had an 
estimated direct impact on the local economy of about $1,040 
each.

Riders have expendable income, and they are willing to 
spend local, eating at the area’s establishments, as well as 
staying in hotels and visiting attractions. A positive experience 
at the Cheaha Challenge translates to a boost in tourism from 
these participants.

What can local residents expect? Cyclists 
on the roads!

Nelson says she knows the ride can be an inconvenience 
to automobile drivers, but she says safety is always the number 
one concern. “Please be courteous to our cycling guests,” said 
Nelson, also an avid cyclist. “Give them a wide berth, and thank 
them for coming to our community. We want them to come 
back and bring their cycling buddies.”

For safety reasons, the ride was strategically chosen to take 
place on a Sunday morning, when traffic is the lightest; however, 
the following areas will have delays. 

Our riders gave high rankings to 
Jacksonville and particularly to all the 
volunteers from the City and JSU. 
Both are the perfect ambassadors for 
the ride and for the community.

Brooke Nelson - Race Director NEABA



KEEP our waTEr ClEan 
wiTH THESE TiPS 

Stormwater runoff is precipitation from 
rain or snowmelt that flows over the 
ground. As it flows, it can pick up debris, 
chemicals, dirt and other pollutants and 
deposit them into a storm sewer system 
or body of water. Anything that enters 
a storm sewer system is discharged, 
untreated,  into the water bodies we 
use for providing drinking water and 
recreational activities such as swimming, 
fishing, boating, etc.

The following are some household tips 
you can follow to help protect our rivers, 
streams, and lakes:

Use pesticides and fertilizer sparingly 
(have soil tested for what nutrients 
are needed).

Repair auto leaks immediately.

Dispose of household waste and used 
auto fluids (antifreeze, oil, etc.) per 
the manufacturer’s recommendation.

Clean up after your pets.

Use a commercial car wash or wash 
your automobile on the lawn or 
unpaved surface.

Sweep up yard debris rather than 
hosing down areas.

Compost or recycle yard waste when 
possible.

Limit the impervious areas allowing 
water to infiltrate rather than runoff.

Recycle daily waste to limit debris 
going to our landfills.

Report issues.

For links to the City’s Stormwater 
Management Program online go to www.
jacksonville-al.org under “Stormwater 
Run-off Management” under the 
Community Life page. 

For more information or to report an 
issue call, Mark W. Stephens, Planning, 
Development & Stormwater Director, at 
256-782-3840.
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JACKSONVILLE CITY SCHOOLS 2016-2017 

4      Independence Day    
  Holiday 

JULY ‘16 
S M T W Th F S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31 

JANUARY ‘17 
S M T W Th F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31 

2-3 Christmas Break 
3-6   Inservice Days (No Students)
9      Second Semester Begins 
16    MLK/REL Day 

16 Instructional Days 
19 Teacher Work Days 

2-4 Flex Days        
5-9     Inservice Days  
10      First Day for Students 

 16  Instructional Days 
 22 Teacher Work Days

AUGUST ‘16 
S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31 

FEBRUARY ‘17 
S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28

17    Inservice (No Students)
20    Presidents Day Holiday 

18 Instructional Days 
19 Teacher Work Days 

5     Labor Day 

21  Instructional Days 
21  Teacher Work Days

SEPTEMBER ‘16 
S M T W Th F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30

MARCH ‘17 
S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31 

17       End of 3rd Nine Weeks 
20-24     Spring Break   

18 Instructional Days 
18 Teacher Work Days  

7      End of 1st Nine Weeks
10    Columbus Day  
11    Inservice Day (No Students)  

19  Instructional Days 
20  Teacher Work Days

OCTOBER ‘16 
S M T W Th F S

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31 

APRIL ‘17 
S M T W Th F S

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30

?? ACT Aspire  
??   ACT + Writing 

20 Instructional Days 
20 Teacher Work Days 

11       Veterans Day Holiday 
21-25   Thanksgiving Holidays 

16  Instructional Days 
16  Teacher Work Days 

NOVEMBER ‘16 
S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 

MAY ‘17 
S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 

25     End of 4th Nine Weeks
25      Graduation  
26      Inservice (No Students) 
29 Memorial Day 

19  Instructional Days 
20 Teacher Work Days 

Dec. 19- Jan. 9 Christmas Break 
16      End of 2nd Nine Weeks  

12 Instructional Days 
12 Teacher Work Days 

Total 1st Semester Days: 
 84    1st Sem. Instructional Days 
 91    1st Sem. Teacher Days 

DECEMBER ‘16 
S M T W Th F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 19
11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Key: 
Yellow   Instructional Days 
Red        Holidays 
Green    Inservice 
Orange  Flex Days  
Purple    End of Grading Period 

Board Approved 
February 16, 2016 

Total 2nd Semester Days: 
 91    2nd Sem. Instructional  
 96     2nd Sem. Teacher Days 

Total Days: 
(175) Total Instructional Days  
(187) Total Teacher Work Days 

Did you know? 

according to a recent research study released by the Public affairs 
Research Council of alabama (PaRCa) 82% of Jacksonville High 
school graduates enrolled in college the year after graduation 
ranking our system 9th overall in alabama. The system also ranked 
10th overall in workforce readiness.



win Big at family night at 
Jacksonville public library

Join the Jacksonville Public Library for 
a celebration of family and the lifelong 
rewards of literacy on Thursday, April 7, 
from 5 p.m.-6:30 p.m. 

This year’s National Library Week 
event is Family Night: Minute to Win 
It! Dads, moms, grandparents, teens, 
tweens and children can preview all the 
fun of the upcoming On Your Mark, 
Get Set, Read! summer reading program 
by jumping into great books and family 
competition.

The evening event brings challenges 
using everyday items with a chance 
to win a million dollars. (OK — just 

kidding about the million dollars, but 
you can win prizes.) Witness feats of 
daring skill and dexterity as youngsters 
of all ages compete in Face the Cookie, 
Snack Attack, Book Scramble and more!  
Don’t forget to mark your calendar!

get reading and moving with 
Jacksonville library

Coming May 31: On Your Mark, Get 
Set, Read! at Jacksonville Public Library 

Free Summer Reading Programs for 
all ages, newborns through older adults, 
focusing on great books, energetic 
storytimes, exercise and everyday fun!

Pre-register online at www.
jacksonvillepubliclibrary.org from May 
6-noon May 26 or register in the Library 
May 31–July 6.

programs for everyone:

Grand Opening — Reading Olympics 
with Lew-e’s Educational Circus 
Friday, June 3 at 2 p.m.

Hula Hoopnotized — Friday, June 10, at 
2 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. (must register) for 

7-12 year olds; 
5 p.m. for adults and teens

Bama Airdogs Frisbee Champs — 
Saturday, June 18 at 10 a.m. at Soccer 
Field, Community Center (bad weather: 
community center gym). Play disc golf 
at 9 a.m.

The Reading Games with Bill Packard, 
Magic Man — Friday, June 24 at 2 p.m.

Lunch Munch family movies
most Wednesdays at noon

Programs for kids 
(ages 0-11):

Kids’ Storytimes and movement 
activities most Thursdays between June 
9-July 14 at 10 a.m.

Just for Teens (ages 12-19)
Get in the Game: Read!:

Teen Dance Revolution
Tuesday, June 14 at 4 p.m.

Teen Thriller Choreography and Zombie 
Craft Tuesday, June 28 at 4  p.m.

adults aren’t left out of the 
fun! exercise Your mind — 
read!:

Adult/Teen Line Dancing
Tuesday, June 7 at 5:30 p.m.

Adult/Teen Self Defense
Friday, June 17 at 5 p.m.

Adult Wii Bowling Competition
Tuesday, July 5 and July 12 at 5:30 p.m.

CLOSING PARTY
(for Summer Reading Programs 
participants only) Friday, July 15

run for reading!
Jacksonville Public Library will be 
hosting a 5K Run for Reading Glow 
Fun Walk and Run on Friday, April 
22, 6 PM. Dress your whole family in 
their brightest clothing and meet at the 
library! 
Glow bracelets will be provided as well 
as T-shirts for those who pre-register 
at the library by April 12 ($15 cash or 
check only). Registration after that date 
is $20 cash or check. Check Facebook 
for more information, or call the library 
at 256-435-6332 about this fundraiser.

JacksonvIlle 
lIBrarY evenTs



Henry Farms
(located  behind RMC Jacksonville Hospital on Henry 
Road)
Walking and Exercise Trail
Biking Trail
Playground
Baseball and Softball Fields

Germania Springs
(located just off AL Hwy. 21 N beside Federal Mogul)
Dog Park (Enclosed)
Playground
Pavilions
Multi-purpose Fields
Access to the Chief Ladiga Trail

Pocket Park
(located behind the east side of the Square along 
Church Ave.)
Little Free Library
Gardens
Benches

Ladiga Trail Park Gardens
(located off Francis Street W along the Trail)
Gardens 
Gazebo
Benches
Access to the Chief Ladiga Trail

Frogtown Soccer Complex
(located behind the Jacksonville Community Center)
Pavilion
Disc Golf Course (9-holes)
Multi-purpose Fields
Human Foosball
Access to the Chief Ladiga Trail

City Park
(located on College Street just off A Street)
Skateboard Park
Outdoor Basketball Courts
Multi-purpose Fields

Enjoy the Outdoors at one of our City Parks

Starting May 14th through october 
Every Saturday on the Square from 7am-11am


