
The City of Jacksonville Parks and Recreation 
Department is once again proud to present the 
city’s annual Jax-Fest. Jax-Fest is an evening 
of music, games, vendors and activities that 
culminate with a grand fireworks display.  This 
year will feature a free concert from 7 p.m. until 
9 p.m. by local recording artist Riley Green.  Make 
plans to join us as we kick-off the Independence 
Day weekend on Friday, July 3rd!  

See more on page 7

INSIDE 
• Cheaha Challenge: 23rd annual bike race 
rolls into town
• Jacksonville breaks ground on major projects
• Super summer reading program takes off
• Fun summer events and programs  
for the whole family

Get ready for Jax-Fest!
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T
he 23rd Annual Cheaha Challenge 
Gran Fondo Century & ULTRA ride 
takes place on Sunday, May 17 at 
7:30 a.m. The start and finish of 

the event are staged at Pete Mathews 
Coliseum at Jacksonville State University, 
the second year for Jacksonville to host 
the ride, the largest in Alabama.

The century course, 100 miles with 
9,719 feet of climbing, winds its way from 
JSU all the way up and over the top of 
Alabama, at Bunker Tower in Cheaha 
State Park. New this year, the ULTRA 
ride, 124 miles with 11,733 feet of climb-
ing, will encompass major climbs in the 
area, including Bain’s Gap, Cottaquilla 
and Chimney Peak, and is designed for 
experienced riders only.

Previous Ride Director and NEABA 
board member, Mike Poe, describes the 
ULTRA as the “Cheaha Challenge on ste-
roids.” Poe, who has worked as a volun-
teer for the ride in a variety of capacities 
and continues to work behind the scenes 
as the Safety Coordinator this year, is 
credited with the continued success of 
the ride for the last 15 years. If not quite 
up to the challenge of the Challenge 
and ULTRA, cyclists can choose shorter 
options on the Challenge route — 24, 44, 
62 or 84 miles, or they can choose to do 
the inaugural family ride, the Chief Ladiga 
Cruise, a kinder, gentler ride that starts at 
8 a.m. The Cruise rides north up the Chief 
Ladiga Trail to the Eubanks Welcome 
Center in Piedmont.

Brooke Nelson, Ride Director for the 
Northeast Alabama Bicycle Association 
(NEABA) who manages the events, says, 
“Jacksonville and JSU are perfect hosts for 
our rides – welcoming and warm, perfect 
southern hospitality.” She says NEABA is 
thrilled to partner with both again, as well 
as the title sponsor, Wells Fargo Advisors, 
who has sponsored the ride for more 
years than she remembers. Both cours-
es will have multiple rest stops stocked 

with food, drinks and volunteers. Safety 
personnel, course marshals, and local 
police and sheriff will patrol the courses. 
Proceeds from both rides go to benefit 
the Chief Ladiga Trail, Coldwater Moun-
tain Trails and local high school mountain 
bike teams.

Why is this ride beneficial for Jack-
sonville and Calhoun County? Calhoun 
County has seen an upsurge in cycling 
in the past few years, and local leaders 
are confident economic development is 
riding in on two wheels, bringing a profit-
able demographic with it. According to an 
2014 Cheaha Challenge Economic Impact 
Study funded by NEABA, more than 60% 
of the riders had household incomes over 
$60K and 83% had a four year degree 
or higher. Participants had an estimated 
direct impact on the local economy of 
about $1,040 each. Riders have expend-
able income, and they are willing to 
spend local, eating at the area’s establish-
ments, as well as staying in hotels and 
visiting attractions. A positive experience 
at the Cheaha Challenge translates to a 
boost in tourism from these participants. 
Included in the festivities this year is 
KidFest, outdoor activities for kids, which 
is designed for kids of riders, kids who 
ride the Cruise family ride and kids from 
throughout the Jacksonville area. What 
can local residents expect? Cyclists on 
the roads!

Nelson says she knows the ride can be 
an inconvenience to automobile drivers, 
but she says safety is always the number 
one concern. “Please be courteous to 
our cycling guests,” said Nelson, also an 
avid cyclist. “Give them a wide berth, and 
thank them for coming to our commu-
nity. We want them to come back and 
bring their cycling buddies.”For safety 
reasons, the ride was strategically chosen 
to take place on a Sunday morning, when 
traffic is the lightest; however, some areas 
will have delays. 

HUNDREDS READY TO  
ROLL INTO JACKSONVILLE

SCHEDULE  
OF EVENTS 

SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2015 

5:30 A.M.
 Final Registration

7:30 A.M. 
Start of the Cheaha 

Challenge Gran Fondo 
Century & ULTRA Ride  

8 A.M.
Start of the Chief Ladiga 

Cruise
9 A.M. TO 3 P.M. 

KidFest, JSU fields northwest 
side of the Pete Mathews 

Coliseum
7:30 A.M. TO 7 P.M. 

Event timeframe  — start to 
estimated finish of last rider

STREET CLOSINGS & DELAYS

CLOSED
7:30 A.M. TO 8 P.M.  
Park Street east side  

of Pete Mathews Coliseum

DELAYS
7:30-8:30 A.M.  
Hwy 204 north  

of Pete Mathews Coliseum

7:30-8 A.M.  
Hwy 21 from 204 south  
to Whites Gap Road SE  

and south on Hwy 9

8:30 A.M. TO 7 P.M.  
Traffic will be controlled  
at Hwy 21 and Mountain 
Street, as well as Church 

Street from Whites Gap Road 
SE to Mountain Street. 

NOON - 7 P.M.  
Chimney Peak Road: Traffic 
access will be available to 

residents only. ALL OTHER 
TRAFFIC WILL BE BLOCKED.

How do I find out more? 
Where can I register?

Check out the event website: www.cheahachallenge.com
Brooke Nelson, Ride Director |  brookenelson@amcvets.com or 256-239-9001

MAYOR AND COUNCIL
(256) 435-7611 

Mayor Johnny L. Smith
mayor@jacksonville-al.org

Council President Mark Jones
mjones@jacksonville-al.org

Council Member Truman Norred
tnorred@jacksonville-al.org

Council Member Jerry Parris
jparris@jacksonville-al.org

Council Member Sandra Sudduth
ssudduth@jacksonville-al.org

Council Member Jonathan Tompkins

jtompkins@jacksonville-al.org

DEPARTMENTS
City Hall - 256-435-7611

Police - 256-435-6448

Fire - 256-435-2310

PARD/Community Center 

256-435-8115

Senior Center - 256-435-9199

Street/Animal Control - 256-435-3582 

Utility Department - 256-435-7657



On March 9th, the City broke ground on the 
new Jacksonville Public Safety Complex located 
at the former Jacksonville Airport property bor-
dered by George Douthit Drive, Branscomb Drive 
and Second Avenue Southwest.  The Jacksonville 
Public Safety Complex project will encompass 
approximately 48,000 square feet and house 
the Police Department, Fire Department/EMS, 
Municipal Court, Municipal Jail and the Jackson-
ville Civil Service Board. The municipal courtroom 
will be constructed to serve as a FEMA Commu-
nity Safe Room funded in part by a FEMA grant 
awarded through the State of Alabama EMA. This 
new facility provides space never before available 
for Jacksonville public safety employees.  The jail 
facility will safely incarcerate municipal prisoners 
and comply with state and national codes.  Training 
and meeting areas will be large enough for depart-
mental wide meetings, officer work areas will be 
sufficient for administrative and investigative du-
ties, and there will be ample evidence and supply 
storage areas.  All departments in this complex will 
be accessible through a common lobby.  Located to 
the east of the complex will be a pond accentuated 
by a water feature and encompassed by a quar-
ter-mile public walking track. 

The Mayor, Council Members, Public Safety 
Personnel and all City Employees wish to thank the 
citizens for supporting the City in this $12 million 
dollar project; a project that we all will be proud of 
for many years to come.

 The Jacksonville Public Safety Complex  
is scheduled for completion in August 2016.   

McElrath & Oliver, Architects, P.C. Boatner  
Construction Co., Inc., General Contractor
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GROUND-BREAKING
CEREMONY

JACKSONVILLE CITY SCHOOLS

The Jacksonville City School System has a distinguished 
tradition of high standards, high expectations, and high achiev-
ers. The high standards for our schools can be attributed to an 
excellent community, as well as administrators, teachers, and 
school staffs that truly care about children. School personnel 
maximize our students’ potential and prepare them for their 
future. Our goal is for students to be college and/or career 
ready when they graduate from Jacksonville High School. We 
are especially proud that the Jacksonville City School System’s 
One to World iPad Initiative received the designation of Apple 
Distinguished Program from Apple Computers, Inc. in Novem-
ber 2014. We focus on preparing our students to be “Future 
Ready” using whatever tools are most appropriate for deeper 
learning. The United States Department of Education recently 
recognized Jacksonville City Schools for our efforts in making 
our students “Future Ready” through an invitation as one of 
one hundred superintendents nation-wide, to participate in 
the Future Ready Superintendent Summit at the White House.

Approximately 1,600 students are enrolled in a challenging 
and diverse curriculum through Jacksonville City Schools. We 
are proud of the numerous opportunities available for students 
to excel in academics, fine arts, career technical education, 
athletics, and many other extra-curricular activities. We value 
most the safe and caring environment in which our students 
learn and grow. Jacksonville High School students have many 
opportunities to take both Advanced Placement (AP) courses 
and Dual Enrollment classes through our partners at Jackson-
ville State University. Combined with the solid foundation our 
children receive at Kitty Stone Elementary beginning in Pre-K 
and expanding into areas such as our award winning Science 
Olympiad and Robotics teams, the educational experience in 
Jacksonville City Schools rivals any in our region.

There are many exciting things happening in Jacksonville. A 
new, state of the art Kitty Stone Elementary  School campus is 
being built near Jacksonville High School. The expected com-
pletion date is June 2016. This new 94,000 sq. ft. facility on a 
30 acre campus will give Jacksonville City Schools some of the 
most modern facilities in Northeast Alabama.

The Jacksonville City Board of Education recently reinstated 
a tuition policy to allow students who live out of district to be 
considered for enrollment. We have received many requests 
from people who are interested in the opportunities afforded 
to students in the Jacksonville City School System. We invite 
you to learn more about the Jacksonville City School System 
by visiting us in person, visiting our website www.jcsboe.org, or 
following us on Facebook and Twitter.

JACKSONVILLE PUBLIC 
SAFETY  COMPLEX

JACKSONVILLE CITY SCHOOLS 2015-2016 CALENDAR 

3           Independence Day     
             Holiday 

JULY ‘15 
S M T W Th F S

 1 2  3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31 

AUGUST ‘15 
S M T W Th F S
      1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

5-6 Flex Days                       
7-11     Inservice Days  
12        First Day for Students 

 14  Instructional Days 
 19 Teacher Work Days 

4         Inservice (No Students) 
7         Labor Day 

 20  Instructional Days 
 21  Teacher Work Days 

SEPTEMBER ‘15 
S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 

OCTOBER ‘15 
S M T W Th F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

8    End of 1st Nine Weeks
9     Inservice Day (No Students)

12-13   Columbus Day Holiday 

19  Instructional Days 
20 Teacher Work Days 

11 Veterans Day                  
23-27 Thanksgiving Break 

15 Instructional Days 
15 Teacher Work Days 

NOVEMBER ‘15 
S M T W Th F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30     

DECEMBER ‘15 
S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31  

18    End of 2nd Nine Weeks 
Dec. 21-Jan 1 Christmas Break 

14 Instructional Days 
14 Teacher Work Days  

Total 1st Semester Days:  
(82) 1st Sem. Instructional Days 
 (89)  1st Sem. Teacher Days

1 Christmas Break 
4-6       Inservice Days (No 

Students) 
7          Second Semester Begins 
18        MLK/REL Day 

16 Instructional Days 
19 Teacher Work Days 

JANUARY ‘16 
S M T W Th F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 

FEBRUARY ‘16 
S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29     

12    Inservice Day (No Students)
15    Presidents Day Holiday 

19 Instructional Days 
20 Teacher Work Days 

4             End of 3rd Nine Weeks 
21-25      Spring Break   
          
  18  Instructional Days 
  18  Teacher Work Days 

MARCH ‘16 
S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

APRIL ‘16 
S M T W Th F S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

4    Apri – May 13 ACT Aspire  
19   April – May 3 ACT + Writing 
                                                         

 21  Instructional Days 
 21 Teacher Work Days 

3 ACT Plus Writing                    
Makeup

26       Last Day for Students 
26        Graduation and End of     
             4th Nine Weeks 
27        Inservice  
30 Memorial Day 

19 Instructional Days 
20 Teacher Work Days 

MAY ‘16 
S M T W Th F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31    

Key: 
Yellow   Instructional Days 
Red        Holidays 
Green    Inservice 
Pink        Flex Days  
Blue        End of Grading Period  

Board Approved 
March 16, 2015

Total 2nd Semester Days: 
(93)  2nd Sem. Instructional  
(98) 2nd Sem. Teacher Days  

Total Days: 
(175) Total Instructional Days  
(187) Total Teacher Work Days 

Rendering of new Kitty Stone campus
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     The Jacksonville Public Library offers another great 
Summer Reading Program; this year it’s all about 
Superheroes, and it’s all free!
     Get your library card ready and join us in amazing 
superfeats of reading, crafting, winning great incen-
tives, and enjoying family movies and stupendous 
Friday programs. Test your bravery at the May 29 
opening program as “Animal Avengers” feature a red 
tail kangaroo and an eye-popping anaconda snake! 
Later programs spotlight real rescue vehicles, a 
super-mahvelous  magician, more venomous villains, 
and a breathtaking superhero bootcamp. For the 
older kids it’s all about Jr. Police Academy as we track 
down a supervillain lurking in the library!  Teens get 
their own comic book thrills with “Eco-Heroes” and 
“Super Water Wars” Tuesday programs!
     With help from many of your community neigh-
bors and businesses, your summer will be fun ex-
ploring books and their stories. Register online at 
www.jacksonvillepubliclibrary.org from May 1-May 
22. Or register at the library starting May 26. Be sure 
to see the spine-tingling summer events in this issue!
*Movie icensing prohibits giving out the exact movie 
title, so we’ve provided a hint!

The Jax-Fest will once again be held at the Golden Eagle 
Stadium on the campus of Jacksonville High School.  

This year, as in the past, “Alabama 810, 94.3 and 97.1” is a 
proud sponsor of the Jax-Fest.  Each year, we also welcome 
the time honored tradition of the “Fallen Comrade Ceremony” 
which is presented by the East Alabama Young Marines.  The 
gates to the stadium will open at 5 p.m., activities begin at  
6 p.m., Riley Green will be in Concert from 7 p.m. until 9 p.m. 
and the fireworks will launch high into the sky at 9 p.m.  We 
encourage all participants to bring a lawn chair and/or picnic 

blankets and join us in the middle of the stadium to experience 
the best viewing of the fireworks.  You are welcome to bring in 
coolers and outside food, but we do encourage you to visit one 
of our vendors.  Please remember that no alcohol or tobacco 
products are allowed.  

If you would like to learn how to become involved or need 
vendor information, please call the Jacksonville Parks and 
Recreation Department at 256-435-8115.  

We look forward to celebrating with you, your family and 
your friends!

Tuesday, June 23
Toddler Challenge
For ages 5 and younger at the Frogtown 
Soccer Complex. $5.00 for each participant — 
spectators free.   
Registration begins at 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday, July 1
 Splish Splash Pool Party 
at the Jacksonville City Pool. $1.00 admission 
per person. 11 a.m. until 5p.m. 

Friday, July 3
Jax-Fest
At the Jacksonville High School  
Golden Eagle Stadium.  Riley Green in 
Concert, 7-9 p.m. ÍGates open at 5 p.m., 
Fireworks at 9 p.m. FREE ADMISSION

Thursday, July 23 
Bark in the Park
At the Germania Springs Dog Park
6 p.m. Best trick, cutest puppy, friendliest dog, 
etc...... 
Entry fee = 1 can/bag/box of dog food which 
will be donated to a local animal shelter!

Wednesday, August 5
Party in the Park with DPB
at the Frogtown Soccer Complex
Fun, games, concert, devotion and much 
more for all teens!!!
Gates open at 5:30 p.m. Concert begins at 
7:00 p.m. FREE ADMISSION!
Concessions Available

ZUMBA 
with Kim

Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays
8:30 a.m.-9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.-7 p.m.

$25/ month for 2 classes per week
$35/month for 3 or more classes per week

YOSHUKAI KARATE
Tuesdays and Thursdays 

7 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Call 256-282-KICK(5425) 

for more information

YOGA
with Judith Jennings

10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
$5.00 per class

BELLY DANCING
with Brenda Callahan
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

$8.00 per class
Mondays & Tuesdays

Ongoing classes at the 
Jacksonville Community Center

JPL Summer Reading Program Lineup
MAY 26 Registration in the library 
begins; ends July 1.

MAY 27, NOON:  Lunch Munch Movie 
hint: Two mice “rescue” a little girl.

MAY 28, 10 A.M.:  “Amazing Animal 
Heroes” storytime/craft for 0-6,  
“Jr. Police Academy” Pt. 1 for 7+     

MAY 29, 2 P.M.: Animals Tales presents 
“Animal Avengers” for all ages.

JUNE 2, 4 P.M.: “Eco-Heroes” for teens

JUNE 3, NOON:  Lunch Munch Movie 
hint: Mr. Incredible & his family.

JUNE 4, 10 A.M.: “Littlest Heroes” 
storytime/craft for 0-6,  
“Jr. Police Academy” Pt. 2 for 7+    

JUNE 5, 2 P.M.: Lew-E’s Educational 
Circus presents “Super Heroes of the 
Circus”

JUNE 10, NOON:  Lunch Munch Movie 
hint: Video game villain “wrecks” his world

JUNE 11, 10 A.M.: “What’s a Villain?” 

storytime/craft  for 0-6, “Jr. Police 
Academy” Pt.3 for 7+

JUNE 12, 2 P.M.:  The Snake Lady 
presents “Venomous Villains”  
for all ages.

JUNE 16, 4 P.M.:  “Super Water Wars”  
for teens.

JUNE 17, NOON:  Lunch Munch Movie 
hint: Not just any “plain” fire & rescue. 

JUNE 18, 10 A.M.:  “Everyday 
Superheroes” storytime/craft for 0-6, 
“Jr. Police Academy” Pt. 4 for 7+

JUNE 19, 2 PM:  “Touch-a-Truck: Rescue 
Vehicles” for all ages.

JUNE 24, NOON:  Lunch Munch Movie 
hint: Holiday heroes “rise” to protect 
earth’s children.

JUNE 25, 10 A.M.:  “Unknown 
Champions” storytime/craft for ages 
0-6, “Jr. Police Academy” Pt. 5 for 7+

JUNE 26, 2 P.M.:  Magician Tommy 
Johns presents “Not Every Hero Wears a 

Cape!” for all ages.

JULY 1, NOON:  Lunch Munch Movie 
hint: Life in the Goondocks. 

LAST DAY TO REGISTER FOR SRP

JULY 4 LIBRARY CLOSED

JULY 8, NOON:  Lunch Munch Movie 
hint: NYC is protected by TMNTs

JULY 9, 10 A.M.:  “Super Duper” 
storytime/craft for 0-6, “Jr. Police 
Academy” Pt. 6 for 7+ 

LAST DAY TO RECORD BOOKS FOR PRIZES

JULY 11, 4 P.M.:  SRP CLOSING PARTY: 
“Superhero Bootcamp” @ Jacksonville 
Community Center Soccer Field for all ages.

Continued from page 1

Super Summer Fun in Jacksonville!

For More Information, call 
Jacksonville Parks & Recreation Dept. 

at 256-435-8115

The Jacksonville Farmers Market will be open  
on The Square each Saturday through the  
month  October from 8 a.m.-12 p.m. and Tuesdays,  
June 2nd - September 1st from 4 p.m.-6 p.m.



Summer Day Camp 
For children ages 6 - 12 
Mondays-Fridays (daily): 7:30 a.m. - 
5:30 p.m. at the Jacksonville  
Community Center.  
Call 256-435-8115 for pricing  

and other information.

Jacksonville City Pool 
Public Swim 
Sundays: 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.  
Mondays-Saturdays: 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
$3.00 daily admission per person. 
Season passes are available for  
purchase inside the Jacksonville  
Community Center. For more  
information, call 256-435-8115.

Swim Team Registration 

May 1 - May 26 at the Jacksonville 

Community Center. $45.00 per 

swimmer. Ages 5-18. For more infor-

mation, call 256-435-8115.

Fall Soccer Registration 
Monday, Aug. 3  - Thursday, Aug. 20 
$55.00 per child / $50.00 for each 
additional child in the same family. 
Ages 4-13. Season to begin  
the 2nd week of September.

Swim Lessons for Children 
Classes will be available for children 
ages 3 and older. Registration for 
classes will be ongoing until class is 
filled. Please come by the front desk 
of the Jacksonville Community Center 
to register. Class times and costs will 

vary based upon age and skill level.

Swim Lessons for Adults 
Ongoing swim lessons for adults 
(ages 18 and older ) are available at 
the Jacksonville City Pool Tuesdays 
and Thursdays during June & July  
— 5:15- 6:15 p.m. $2.00 per lesson  
— no registration required.

Please visit the City of Jacksonville’s website and link on to stay up-to-date on the latest events and activities  
sponsored by the Jacksonville Parks and Recreation Department. www.jacksonville-al.org

SUMMER EXTRAS 
with Jacksonville PaRD:

FREE SUMMER CONCERT SERIES  PRESENTED BY THE JACKSONVILLE ARTS COUNCIL

At the Soccer Complex located behind the Community Center.

Sat, July 25, 
7-9 P.M.: 

Un-Reconstructed 
(Celtic and War between the States)

Sat, May 30,
 7-9 P.M.: 

Calhoun Co Community Band 
(swing) & JSU Steel Drum Band

Sat, June 27, 
7-9 P.M.: 

A Quarter Short & Rattlesnake  
Rattlers (both bluegrass)


